
ASSOCIATION EUROPÉENNE DES MÉDECINS DES HÔPITAUX
EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF SENIOR HOSPITAL PHYSICIANS
EUROPÄISCHE VEREINIGUNG DER LEITENDEN KRANKENHAUSÄRZTE
EUROPESE VERENIGING VAN STAFARTSEN
DEN EUROPÆISKE OVERLÆGEFORENING
ΕΥΡΩΠΑЇΚΟΣ ΣΥΛΛΟΓΟΣ NΟΣΟΚΟΜΕΙΑΚΩΝ IΔTPΩN ΔIΕΥΘΥΝΤΩΝ 
ASSOCIAZIONE EUROPEA DEI MEDICI OSPEDALIERI
DEN EUROPEISKE OVERLEGEFORENING
ASSOCIAÇAO EUROPEIA DOS MÉDICOS HOSPITALARES
ASOCIACIÓN EUROPEA DE MÉDICOS DE HOSPITALES
EUROPEISKA ÖVERLÄKARFÖRENINGEN
EVROPSKO ZDRŽENJE BOLNIŠNIČNIH ZDRAVINIKOV 
EUROPSKA ASOCIACIA NEMOCNICNÝCH LEKAROV
EUROPSKA UDRUGA BOLNIČKIH LIJEČNIKA 

 ЕВРОПЕЙСКА АСОЦИАЦИЯ НА СТАРШИТЕ БОЛНИЧНИ ЛЕКАРИ 

Document : AEMH 13-002

Title: List of Acronyms and Abbreviations

Author : Brigitte Jencik

Purpose : Information

Distribution : AEMH Member Delegations

Date : 6 January 2013

AEMH-European Secretariat – Rue Guimard 15 – B-1040 Brussels
Tel. +32 2 736 60 66, Fax +32 2 732 99 72

e-mail : secretariat@aemh.org, http://www.aemh.org

mailto:secretariat@aemh.org


List of Abbreviations and Acronyms commonly used

A
AEMH Association Européenne des Médecins des Hôpitaux – European

Association of Senior Hospital Physicians

Acquis
communautaire

The "acquis" refers to the body of existing EU legislation to be
adopted by countries before they can become full members of the
European Union. The statistical 'acquis' refers to EU legislation in the
field of statistics, but is often interpreted as including also the agreed
definitions, nomenclatures, methods and questionnaires for
collecting data in other statistical fields not covered by legislation
and usually referred to as data collected by Gentlemen's agreement

AGRI Directorate-General "Agriculture and Rural Development"

ALDE Alliance of Liberals and Democrats Europe (Political Group in the
European Parliament)

B
BEUC Bureau Européen des Unions des Consommateurs

BIT - ILO Bureau Internation du Travail – International Labour Office

C
CE Council of the European Union

CEN European Committee for Standardisation (FR: Comité Européen de
Normalisation)

CEOM Conférence Européenne des Ordres Médicaux – International
Conference of Medical Orders

CJEC Court of Justice of the European Union

CoE Council of Europe

CoR Committee of the Regions

CORDIS Community Research and Development Information Service

COREPER Comité des Représentants Permanents – Committee of Permanent
Representatives of the Member States

COST European Cooperation in Science and Technology

COSTEFF Alliance for Cost-efficiency in Healthcare

CME /CPD Continuous Medical Educatio / Continuous Professional
Development

CPME Comité Permanent des Médecins Européens – Standing Committee
of European Doctors

D
DG Directorate-General (24 DGs European Commission)

DRG Diagnosis Related Groups



E
EAAD European Antibiotic Awareness Day

EACCME European Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education

EAHM European Association of Hospital Managers

EAHP European Association of Hospital Pharmacists

EANA Europäische Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Niedergelassenen Ärzte –
European Working Group of Practitioners and Specialists in Free
Practice

EC European Commission

ECC
COPD

European COPD Coalition
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease

ECDC European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

ECJ European Court of Justice

ECOFIN Council (Economic and Financial Affairs)

EEA European Economic Area (= EU + EFTA)

EFTA European Free Trade Association (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and
Switzerland)

EESC European Economic and Social Committee

EFMA European Federation of Medical Associations

EFQM European Foundation for Quality Management

EFN European Forum of Nurses Associations

EFPIA European Federation of Phamaceutical Industries and Associations

EFSA European Food Safety Authority

EHFG European Health Forum Gastein

EHMA European Health Management Association

EJD European Junior Doctors Permanent Working Group

EMCDDA European Monitoring Center for Drugs and Drugs Addiction

EMA European Medicines Agency

EMEA European Middle East and Africa

EMO European Medical Organisations

EMSA European Medical Students’ Association

ENVI European Parliament’s Committee on Environment, Public Health
and Food Safety

EP European Parliament

EPF European Patients’ Forum

EPHA European Public Health Allicance

EPPED European People’s Party and European Democrats (Political of the
European Parliament)

EPSCO Council (Emploi, Politique Sociale, santé et Consommateurs).
Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs).

EPSU European Federation of Public Service Unions

ESICM European Society of Intensive Care Medicine

ESDP European Security and Defense Policy

ETUC - CES European Trade Union Confederation – Confédération Européenne
des Syndicats



EULAR European League Against Rheumatism

EUnetHTA EUropean Network on Health Technology Assessment

EU-OSHA European Agency for Safety and Health at Work

EURORDIS European Programme on Rare Diseases

EUROSTAT Statistical Office of the European Communities

F
FEMS Fédération Européenne des Médecins Salariés – European

Federation of Salaried Doctors

FAQ Frequently Asked Questions

FP7 Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological
Development. The EU's main instrument for funding research in
Europe which will run from 2007-2013.

G
GIPEF Greece, Italy, Portugal, Espagne, France

GP General Practioner

GAERC European Council (General Affairs and External Relations Council)

GDP Gross Domestic Product

GMC General Medical Council

GREENS/EFA Greens/European Free Alliance

GUE/NGL European United Left/Nordic Green Left

H
HOPE European Healthcare and Hospital Federation

HPCB Health Professionals Crossing Borders

HTA Health Technology Assessment

HLG High Level Group (on health services and medical care), installed by
the Commission gathering MS and stakeholders (CPME)

HR High Representative

HOSPEEM

I
IAPO International Alliance of Patients Organisations

IFMSA International Federation of Medical Students Associations

ILO - BIT International Labour Office – Bureau International du Travail

IMCO Internal Market and Consumer Protection

IMI Internal Market Information System

IND/DEM Independence/Democracy group

INGO International Non-Govermental Organisation

IGC Intergovernmental Conference

ISO International Organisation for Standardisation

ISQua International Society for Quality in Healthcare



J
JHA European Council (Justice and Home Affairs)

JRC Joint Research Center (European Commission)

K
KBS Knowledge-based system

L
LLL Life-long learning

M
MoU Memorandum of Understanding

MS Member States (of the European Union)

N
NGO Non-Governmental Organisation

O
OECD Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development

OLAF European Anti-Fraud Office

OSE European Social Observatory

OTC Over-the-counter

P
PCom Presidents’ Committee

PHEA Public Health Executive Agency

PWG Permanenent Working Group of European Junior Doctors

PGEU Pharmaceutical Group of the European Union

PPP Purchasing Power Parity

PPPs Public-private partnerships

PPS Purchasing Power Standard

PSE Socialist Group in the European Parliament

PwC PricewaterhouseCoopers

Q
Q & A Questions and Answers

R
RCP Royal College of Physicians

S
SANCO Santé et Consommateurs (Health and Consumer)



SG Secretary General

SWOT Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats

T
tbc To be confirmed

tba To be announced

U
UEMO Union Européenne des Médecins Omnipracticiens – European Union

of General Practioners

UEMS Union Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes – European Union of
Medical Specialists

UEHP Union Européen de Hospitalisation Privée - European Union of
Private Hospitals

V
VLK Verband der Leitenden Krankenhausärzte (German Association of

Senior Hospital Physicians)

VLKÖ Verband der Leitenden Krankenhausärzte Österreichs

V4 Visegrád Group, also called the Visegrád Four or V4, is an alliance of
four Central European states – Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and
Slovakia

W
WFME World Federation for Medical Education

WHO World Health Organisation

WMA World Medical Association

WONCA World Organisation of National Colleges, Academies and Academic
Associations of General Practitioners/Family Physicians


