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National Report Luxembourg 2009 

 
 

Since September 2008, Luxembourg is, as well as the whole world, concerned by the global 
financial crisis and since the first signs, health care stoke holders informed that this could also 
have a sensitive negative impact on health care policy especially if unemployment would 
increase. 
 
While all this happened, the last months were characterized by discussions about financial 
shortcuts and budget limitations.  This process will still go on in 2009 and probably also in 
2010 because Luxembourg is depending very much on cross-border activities, a sector which 
is actually not progressing. 
 
The main facts in the hospital sector were the adaptation by the government of the “Hospital 
Plan” which is actualized every 5 years and the agreement between the national medical 
association (AMMD) and the “Entente des Hôpitaux” concerning the introduction of a 
medical “coordinator” for the doctors being active in each medical department. 
 
I join to this report as well the text of the “hospital plan” as the agreement about the “medical 
coordinator”, both texts being in French, one of the official languages in Luxembourg. 
 
The hospital plan 2008-2013 
 
The main topics in this plan concern : 
 

1. the subdivision of the country in 3 regions especially concerning the emergency health 
care where 4 main regional hospitals (2 in the central region) are assuring emergency 
health care. 
Those hospitals have nearly all common medical, surgical, obstetrical and psychiatrics 
departments. 
There remain only 2 small hospitals for proximity health care.  They are not allowed to 
have specialized departments and are oriented especially after 2013 in geriatrics. 
The actual tendency in our hospital sector is concentration and specialisation into 
centres of excellence.  Ambulatory care is stimulated at each level. 
 

2. Quality assurance and evaluation committees 
In article 21 each hospital is mandated to create a “quality assurance committee” 
having to analyze undesirable events and coordinating quality and risk management. 
Furthermore, each department has to create among his doctors and nurses a peer 
review committee making reports about the activity and especially about the results. 
Overarching this local hospital “Quality” organization, a national coordination is 
organized.  In all those committees the doctors and the hospital are represented. 

 
3. The agreement between the AMMD and the EHL (hospital union) is complementary 

to the plan hospitalier.  I remember you that in Luxembourg 90 % of the hospital 
physicians are not salaried and they are working under their own responsibility or are 
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seniors.  The most important is that they are more and more participating in the 
organization of the hospitals and that they are also taking responsibilities in investment 
committees and strategic decisions.  This is fundamental for the future of the hospital 
doctors. 

 
 
 
 

Dr Raymond Lies 
President of the AEMH 

 
 
 
Annex : “Plan Hospitalier” 
  “Accord cardre EHL/AMMD” 
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