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AEMH 10-025 ECDC Antibiotic Awareness Day 2010

The AEMH received a request to submit an offer to the ECDC (European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control) for “Developing a tool to support evaluation of European Antibiotic
Awareness Day amongst hospital prescribers of antibiotics”.
The ECDC is an Agency of the European Union based in Stockholm, which leads the European public
health initiative, the “European Antibiotic Awareness Day (EAAD)”. The aim of the EAAD is to
provide an annual opportunity for awareness raising about the threat to public health of antibiotic
resistance and how to use antibiotics responsibly.
European Antibiotic Awareness Day is a pan‐European initiative launched in 2008, which aims to
raise awareness about the prudent use of antibiotics and its role in tackling the threat of antibiotic
resistance. In recent years, EU member states and neighbouring countries have implemented
campaigns and activities to promote the appropriate use of antibiotics among the general public,
and in 2009 the main focus of the campaign was to raise awareness among primary care prescribers
about their role in promoting appropriate antibiotic use.
In 2010, building on the achievements of previous campaigns targeted at the general public and
primary care prescribers, ECDC will support member states in addressing hospital prescribers in
order to promote prudent use of antibiotics in hospitals. This approach aims to raise awareness
among this target group about increasing levels of resistance associated with hospital antibiotic use
and to highlight ways in which they can contribute to reducing antibiotic resistance.
ECDC is currently developing an outreach strategy and key messages for hospital prescribers on the
basis of an understanding of the challenges of hospital antibiotic use. Given the importance that the
European Association of Senior Hospital Physicians has in addressing this target audience, ECDC
requested AEMH to propose a survey to be tested amongst a large sample group of hospital
prescribers in at least five EU member states. The survey would be run as a “pre‐campaign” before
and “post‐campaign” after the EAAD of 18 November 2010, and also be developed and delivered as
a tool for use in future years at EU and national levels.
The members of the Board strongly believe that the AEMH is THE stakeholder to respond to this
EU funded tender and has decided to take up the challenge.
The President calls on all delegations to contribute by defining the target group in their country and
more generally to send their comments and ideas for the draft of a questionnaire and the
methodology for the survey.
Furthermore we need to set up a steering team to follow‐up the implementation and report to the
ECDC.

