
ASSOCIATION EUROPÉENNE DES MÉDECINS DES HÔPITAUX
EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF SENIOR HOSPITAL PHYSICIANS
EUROPÄISCHE VEREINIGUNG DER LEITENDEN KRANKENHAUSÄRZTE
EUROPESE VERENIGING VAN STAFARTSEN
DEN EUROPÆISKE OVERLÆGEFORENING
ΕΥΡΩΠΑЇΚΟΣ ΣΥΛΛΟΓΟΣ NΟΣΟΚΟΜΕΙΑΚΩΝ IΔTPΩN ΔIΕΥΘΥΝΤΩΝ 
ASSOCIAZIONE EUROPEA DEI MEDICI OSPEDALIERI
DEN EUROPEISKE OVERLEGEFORENING
ASSOCIAÇAO EUROPEIA DOS MÉDICOS HOSPITALARES
ASOCIACIÓN EUROPEA DE MÉDICOS DE HOSPITALES
EUROPEISKA ÖVERLÄKARFÖRENINGEN
EVROPSKO ZDRŽENJE BOLNIŠNIČNIH ZDRAVINIKOV 
EUROPSKA ASOCIACIA NEMOCNICNÝCH LEKAROV
EUROPSKA UDRUGA BOLNIČKIH LIJEČNIKA 

 ЕВРОПЕЙСКА АСОЦИАЦИЯ НА СТАРШИТЕ БОЛНИЧНИ ЛЕКАРИ 
ASOCIATIA EUROPEANA A MEDICILOR DIN SPITALE

Info-Document : AEMH 13-007

Title: Launch of EU Rapid Alert platform for human Tissues and Cells

Author : European Commission

Purpose : Info-documents disseminated by the AEMH European Liaison
Office do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the AEMH and
its Board. Info-documents are meant to inform, to raise
awareness, to alert, to launch a debate, to incite taking
action,.....

Distribution : AEMH Member Delegations

Date : Sent by e-mail 4 February 2012

AEMH-European Liaison Office (AISBL Nr 8510.776.04)– Rue Guimard 15 – B-1040 Brussels
Tel. +32 2 736 60 66, Fax +32 2 732 99 72

e-mail : secretariat@aemh.org, http://www.aemh.org

mailto:secretariat@aemh.org


AEMH 13-007 Info- Launch of EU Rapid AlertSystem on Tissues and
Cells.docx

1

European Commission
DG Health and Consumers

Public Health (01-02-2013)

Launch of EU Rapid Alert platform for human Tissues and Cells

A secure alert platform launched by the European Commission will improve the safety of
patients undergoing transplantation and medical procedures involving human tissues and cells,
e.g. bone marrow, cornea, skin, oocytes, sperm, etc.

From today, national health authorities can use the web-based Rapid Alert system for Tissues
and Cells (RATC) in case of alerts relating to human tissues or cells transferred across borders.
Timely exchange of urgent information between Member States can ensure that cross-border
incidents are prevented or contained and immediate measures taken to ensure the safety of
patients. The RATC will be used in parallel with existing national vigilance systems which collect
and manage alerts on tissues and cells donated and used within a Member State.

A high volume of tissues and cells are donated and transplanted every year in the EU. More than
130 000 units of tissues and cells were donated and over 60 000 transplants performed in 2011
alone. Many of these tissues and cells pass national borders during these processes. Vigilance
beyond national borders, as provided by the RATC, is therefore extremely important.

In addition to quality and safety defects of tissues/cells, the RATC can be used to raise the
alarm on illegal and fraudulent activities in this field, as well as on developing epidemiological
situations (e.g. disease outbreaks) which may have cross-border implications.

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/dyna/enews/enews.cfm?al_id=1340
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