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AEM H -FEM S-EJD

VIENNA STATEM ENT

PART 1– O N EURO PEAN W O RK ING TIM EDIRECTIVE

The Europe a n W orking Tim e Dire c tive isa n e sse ntia lpie c e ofhe a lth a nd
sa fe ty le g isla tion for e m ploye e s in the Europe a n Union a nd , is the re fore of
c onsid e ra b le im porta nc e tod oc tors.

Re c e ntly the Europe a n Com m ission la unc he d a pub lic c onsulta tion,a nd

c om m issione d tw o stud ie s,on the im ple m e nta tion a nd re vie w ofthe Europe a n

W orking Tim e Dire c tive .The re sultsofthisw ork ha ve notb e e n pub lishe d ,a nd

the Europe a n Com m ission ha s notye tsub m itte d a le g isla tive proposa l to the

Europe a nPa rlia m e nta nd the Counc il.

The Europe a n Junior Doc tors’ Pe rm a ne nt W orking Group (EJD), the

Europe a nFe d e ra tionofSa la rie d Doc tors(FEM S) a nd the Europe a nAssoc ia tionof

Se niorH ospita lPhysic ia ns (AEM H ) c a llupon the Europe a n Com m ission notto

c om prom ise the he a lth a nd sa fe ty provisions ofthe Europe a n W orking Tim e

Dire c tive forfina nc ia lc onsid e ra tions.In thisc onte xtitispa rtic ula rly im porta nt

tha tthe find ing softhe Europe a n CourtofJustic e (C-303/98 SIM AP of3 Oc tob e r

2000 a nd C-151/02 Dr.Norb e rtJa e g e rof9 Se pte m b e r2003) a re re spe c te d .The

sub sta ntive e ffe c tsofthe se ruling sshould re m a in una lte re d in EU la w ,in othe r

w ord s:

- The e ntire pe riod ofon-c a lltim e (a tthe w ork pla c e ) isw orking tim e .

- Com pe nsa toryre stm ustb e ta ke nim m e d ia te lya fte ra prolong e d w orking

pe riod .

Furthe rm ore EJD, FEM S a nd AEM H a re a g a inst a n e xte nsion of the

re fe re nc e pe riod fore sta b lishing w e e klyw orking tim e lim its.

Onc e m ore EJD, FEM S a nd AEM H w a nt to re m ind the Europe a n

Com m ission tha te xc e ssive ly long w orking hoursnotonly c a rry he a lth risksfor

d oc tors,b uta lsore pre se nta c onsid e ra b le risk forthe irpa tie nts.



PART 2 – O N CLINICALLEADERSH IP

EJD,FEM S a nd AEM H point out tha t the involve m e nt ofphysic ia ns in

he a lthc a re m a na g e m e ntisvita l.Evid e nc e show stha tc linic a lle a d e rshipim prove s

c linic a l re sults, pa tie nts’ sa tisfa c tion a nd fina nc ia l outc om e s. Thus, c linic a l

le a d e rship e nsure stha tthe tre a tm e ntofpa tie ntsisnotinflue nc e d b y e c onom ic

c rite ria sinc e the m e d ic a lne e d sa re the prim a ryfoc usofa tte ntion.

PART 3 -O N W O RKFO RCE

Re d uc tionsine m ploye e num b e rsa re fre que ntlyse e na sa quic k solutionto

a d d re ss b ud g e ta ry c onstra ints or to a lle via te fina nc ia lpre ssure s,how e ve r the

ne g a tive im pa c ts of suc h sta ff c uts c a n ofte n prove c ostly.The he ig hte ne d

physic ia n fa tig ue a nd stre ss a rising from insuffic ie ntsta ffing le ve ls c a n low e r

m otiva tion a nd prod uc tivity,a sw e lla ssig nific a ntly inc re a se the risk ofm e d ic a l

e rror.The c ostsoffa iling toa d e qua te lym e e tthe ne e d sofpa tie ntsc a n,the re fore ,

e rod e a nypote ntia lsa ving sm a d e a sa d ire c tre sultoflow e ring he a d c ount.

EJD,FEM S,AEM H firm lystrong lyb e lie ve inthe fre e m ob ilityofthe m e d ic a l

w orkforc e .H ow e ve r,EJD,FEM S a nd AEM H strong ly b e lie ve tha te a c h Europe a n

c ountry should b e in a position to m e e titsinte rna lne e d forphysic ia nsfrom its

ow n hum a n re sourc e s. The re fore , suffic ie nt fund ing m ust b e a lloc a te d for

und e rg ra d ua te a nd postg ra d ua te m e d ic a ltra ining to e nsure tha te ve ry c ountry

m a ytra in a sm a nyphysic ia nsa sthe yre quire ,a c c ord ing to the irne e d s.Afte ra ll,

a va ila b ility ofsuffic ie ntm e d ic a lsta ffa llove rEurope w illa lso c ontrib ute to the

suc c e ssfulim ple m e nta tionofthe EW TD.


