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What is corruption?

•Misuse of entrusted power for private gain

•Complex problem that threatens the impact of public
investments, health care acess, services, equity and outcomes

•Every year more than 1 trilion € are spent by European citizens in
healthcare
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Healthcare sector is particulary vulnerable to corruption

• Information assymetry between providers and consumers

• Uncertainty surrounding demand for services

• Large number of actor that have complex inter-relations

• Providers are responsible for choosing services to patients

• The payer is often not the same as the recipient of the service
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Corruption and Healthcare indicators

• Several studies tried to find correlations between degrees of
perceived corruption and health indicators.

• Corruption has a significant impact on infant mortality.

• Other health indicators seem to be influenced by corruption
but no definitive correlation has been made.
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What Happens in Europe?
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European Union (EU)

• Obvious healthcare inequalities between countries and
between regions

• 3 groups of countries

– Central Europe and Nordic Countries

– Southern Europe

– Eastern Europe
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How can we mesure corruption?

• Use the known cases of corruption and extrapolate?

• Guess?

• Assume?
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How can we mesure corruption?

•CPI: Corruption Perceptions Index

•Established by on 1995

•Ranks countries by “their perceived levels of corruption as
determined by experts assessments and opinion surveys”

•Ranks 177 countries “on a scale from 100 (very clean) to 0 (highly
corrupt)
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Conclusions I

• Corruption in the healthcare sector is widespread across EU

• Corruption perception on healthcare is widespread and
considered sistemic in former transition economies of central
and eastern Europe

• Corruption perception on healthcare is a problem of growing
proportions in some of the Southern Europe Countries,
particulary on the ones subjected to economic rescue

• In more transparent countries the perception of the quality of
healthcare tends to be higher
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Conclusions III

• Corruption on healthcare has an impact on several issues such
as, Prices, Public budgets, Markets, medical immigration and
others

• But above all, corruption in healthcare has a impact on acess
to health  it prevents the ones that need the most from
having acess to healthcare.

• The question that remains: Is corruption a cause or a
consequence of healthcare inequalities?
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