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ICU beds have been increased from 557 in June 2019 to 1300 today.
Regular expenditure for the Ministry of Health, excluding COVID emergency
expenditure, amounts to 4.52 billion euros in 2022 compared to 4.27 billion euros in
2021, an increase of 250 million euros. For 2021, COVID expenditures were made by
the Ministry of Health, in addition to the above, 944 million euros, while for 2022,
COVID credits for Health have been provided at 736 million euros.
The reduction of the budget that some claim, concerns the extraordinary expenses
foreseen for 2021. If it is obviously needed, as it was the case in 2021, the budget
will be strengthened with the corresponding funds. Total costs for Health together
with the Recovery Fund are much higher.
As of February 5, 2021, 939 permanent positions of doctors of various specialties
were announced, while for the specialties of Internal Medicine, Pneumology and
Anesthesiology, the Hospitals were asked to announce all the vacancies that they
had and amount to 379.
For the year 2022 the Minister of Health Mr. Plevris assured that "announcements
for permanent recruitment have been issued or will be issued, concerning 4,000
positions of nurses, 900 positions for other staff and 700 positions of medical staff
with the possibility of these increasing".
uring
the 2012 crisis, the Plenary Session of the Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional the
salary cuts of the NSS doctors that were made in accordance with law 4093/2012.
Specifically, with its 3/2022 decision, it ruled that the
salaries (doctors
in Primary Health) had been unfairly cut, as had been imposed by the Law
4093/2012 (approval of the Medium-Term Fiscal Strategy Framework 2013-2016).

During the second wave of the pandemic, the Ministry of health issued special
regulation authorizing private Hospitals to receive covid-19 patients in any adequate
department or ICU, if the number of available beds in public Hospitals was not
sufficient. Therefore, most of the large private hospitals (private Clinics) have
conceded a subsequent percentage of their beds to covid cases and other patients
treated in public hospitals, without any financial charge for them. This measure has
given the possibility to the National Healthcare System to face the second wave of
the pandemic, which was much stronger than the first one in Greece. On the other
hand, financial compensation from the public health insurance to the private
hospitals being underpriced, most of the private hospitals balance sheet turned
negative, thus prolonging the financial difficulties of private hospitals and
consequently these passed on their doctors.

