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Belgium

• 30528 km²

• Population +-11,4 million

• Three levels of power:

Federal, Regional, and Local

• Living standards are considered high

• Life expectancy (2018):

Men 79,2 y. Women 83,7 y.

• Important socioeconomic disparities

• Facing an ageing population and 
immigration



Belgium

• Federal parliamentry democracy

• Divided into

Three region &

Three communities

• 10 provinces

• 581 municipalities



Belgium

• Health policy and regulation is divided among the Federal state and 
the federated entities

• More than 20% of the health budget has been transfered to the federated
entities

• The covid-19 pandemic highlighted a serious problem of decision-making and 
management related to the multiplicity and dispersion of responsibilities and 
stakeholders in public health issues and in particular in case of a health crisis



Belgium



Belgium

• The health care system relies on a model of compulsory health 
insurance, administered by sickness funds. 
• 99% of Belgian residents is covered with no selection of health risks.

• Reimbursed health care services are provided by both public and 
private institutions and individual health careproviders. 
• Approximately every two years, health practitioners can choose 

between a conventioned or non-conventioned status which allows for 
an extra-billing charge under certain conditions.
• The patients rights are enriched in a law.



Belgium: ageing of the population



Belgium: aging of the medical profession



Belgium: facing immigration 



Belgium: Cost and 
Financing of the Health 
Care System.

• Represent 10,3% of GDP

• 77,2%  public funds
• 17,6% out-of-pocket payments
• 5,1 % voluntary health insurance



Belgium



Belgian hospital system



Belgian hospital
system



Belgian hospital system



Belgian Medical Staff



Belgian Medical Staff



Belgian Medical Staff



departure of the 
bus at 7pm sharp


